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Notes of meeting held at 19:30 on 19th January 2010

 in Woodstock School Stables

Present: Chris Carroll (Chair) and 36 members

After all had enjoyed mulled wine  and mince pies and cakes organised by Chris Carroll and friends Chris welcomed everyone to the meeting and said how pleased she was to have such interest in the revived society. She paid tribute to Tim Parkinson for supporting the Society during  the ten years during which he was chairman.

Tim drew attention to the Conservation Area Comments form which had been distributed and asked that completed forms be returned for onward transmission to the Conservation dept of the Bristol City Council.

Peter Bilby explained the workings of the Community Payback scheme which enabled offenders to work within the community.

Marguerite Tonkin had a table with copies of her local history books for sale and the proceeds would go to the Alzheimer's Society.

Chris then asked for ideas on interesting meeting topics after suggesting some of her own. Those noted were: -


Illustrated talk on main historical houses in Henbury - by owners?


Talk on St. Marys Church


Talk on the graves in Graveyard


Quiz on historical landmarks - parents and children

Rosemary  ? gave a short talk explaining how the Secret World Animal Rescue charity worked and how to contact them (01278 783250 / info@secretworld.org)

The remainder of the meeting was given over to the four topic groups who were charged by Chris with formulating their ideas and conclusions.

The four topics were those defined at the September meeting: -

Green Spaces

Traffic

Hazel Brook

Blaise Kitchen Garden

The Green Spaces  tabled four suggestions for enhancing the Wilderness area:

· Tree planting

· Develop as Nature Reserve with educational value

· Dig a pond

· Tend overgrown areas selectively

The notes of the Traffic Group were made by Andrew Chugg :-

Derek Little is clearly the expert on this issue. He showed us some of his data, including the many routes through Henbury that have been exposed to this problem. He explained that it had been caused by weight restrictions on roads near the motorway, which have the effect of forcing this traffic onto longer routes through the middle of Henbury and other heavily populated areas.

I live in the one-way section of Hallen Road (running past Blaise Hamlet). We have the special problem that these large vehicles are causing a succession of booms as they run downhill over a succession of imperfectly repaired works to the road surface. Since the vehicles operate continually throughout the night, it is like a thunderstorm every night for residents with bedrooms facing the route.

Solutions discussed: remove weight restrictions on the country roads; build a pipeline from the fuel depot to a lay-by on the motoway itself (comment: probably expensive); relocate fuel depot (comment: very difficult, because nobody wants a fuel depot on their doorstep – conversely, most of the aviation fuel goes to Bristol Airport, so the current location is not good – it seems to be in Hallen because Filton was the main airport when it was constructed); re-surfacing one-way section of Hallen Road

The meeting closed around 9:15 pm

